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and water, a finding that came from a series
of experiments that showed that kidney cysts
in Polycystic Kidney Disease patients are in
fact distended renal tubules that trap fluid
within an expanding cavity lined by a single
layer of cells.

Dr. Grantham’s drive to find a cure for Poly-
cystic Kidney Disease was sparked by a mem-
ory. His childhood friend, Ronnie Wilkerson,
suffered from Polycystic Kidney Disease. With-
out this inspiration, Dr. Grantham would have
never found that renal tubules in the kidney
both secrete and reabsorb solutes and water.
This eventually led to his confirmation that the
cysts are neoplastic growths filled with liquid.

In 1982, alongside Joseph Bruening, Dr.
Grantham founded the Polycystic Kidney Dis-
ease Foundation to help advance research
into this horrible disease. The Polycystic Kid-
ney Disease Foundation is the only organiza-
tion in the United States solely dedicated to
finding treatments and a cure for polycystic
kidney disease, as well as improve the lives of
those who suffer with it. Over the last 30
years, the Polycystic Kidney Disease Founda-
tion has invested over $40 million in basic and
clinical research, nephrology fellowships, and
scientific meetings with a simple goal: to dis-
cover and deliver treatments and a cure for
Polycystic Kidney Disease.

Before the Polycystic Kidney Disease Foun-
dation was established, Dr. Grantham was
one of the very few researchers studying the
disease. In February 1981, the Kansas City
Star ran an article entitled “Research lags on
hereditary condition, specialist says.” This arti-
cle caught the eye of Mr. Joseph Bruening, a
Kansas City, Missouri native and businessman
whose wife and daughter both suffered from
Polycystic Kidney Disease. In December of
1981, Mr. Bruening mailed a letter to Dr.
Grantham interested in contributing funds to-
wards research of this disease. Eventually, the
two met and agreed to create a not-for-profit
independent medical foundation whose goal
was to create a cure for Polycystic Kidney Dis-
ease. In 2013, the Polycystic Kidney Disease
Foundation made a great stride towards a
cure. Tolvaptan, the first drug to show promise
in treating this disease, was accepted for pri-
ority review by the FDA.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to pause for a moment to honor Dr.
Grantham, a pioneer of research for Polycystic
Kidney Disease. The lives of people with this
disease are better off because of his research
and vision.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | was in a meeting at the White House.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 108, NAY on Roll Call
No. 107, NAY on Roll Call No. 106, and YEA
on Roll Call No. 105.
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TRIBUTE TO SKYLAR MAYBERRY-
MAYES

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Skylar
Mayberry-Mayes for being named a 2017
Forty Under 40 honoree by the award-winning
central lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Skylar is a commercial underwriter for Na-
tionwide Insurance and is also a business
graduate student at lowa State. In addition to
work and school, he is also very active in his
community, having committed over 500 hours
of community service for the past four years.
He has worked with Big Brothers Big Sisters,
the Oakridge Neighborhood, Young Profes-
sionals Connection, and the Greater Des
Moines Partnership’s Diversity and Inclusion
Council. In 2015, he was a recipient of the
Barack Obama President’s National Volunteer
Service Award. His aspiration is to one day
develop a comprehensive college preparatory
program for young African-American men.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Skylar in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize him today for utilizing his talents to bet-
ter both his community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Skylar on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANN WAGNER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, yesterday |
missed the second vote series as | was ac-
companying constituents Elizabeth Snyder and
Justin Sparks to the White House where they
met Vice President Mike Pence and discussed
the tragic murder of Elizabeth’s husband, St.
Louis County Police Officer Blake Snyder.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 105, NAY on Roll Call
No. 106, NAY on Roll Call No. 107, and NAY
on Roll Call No. 108.

March 1, 2017
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
105, | was unable to cast my vote in person
due to an unexpected illness. Had | been
present, | would have voted Yea.

TRIBUTE TO PHILIP SANDAGER
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Philip
Sandager for being named a 2017 Forty
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Philip is an investment management actuary
with Principal Financial Group, a job which
has taken him to Sao Paulo, Brazil, London,
and the United Kingdom as an active leader in
the department. Outside of work, Philip is very
active with United Way of Central lowa, his
church’s multicultural outreach campus, as a
volunteer math tutor, and with the Des Moines
Choral Society, where he helps to increase
their online presence. Philip has also been
recognized by the Des Moines Playhouse with
a Gypsy Volunteer Award. In his spare time,
Philip enjoys playing piano, scuba diving,
learning languages, and traveling around the
world.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Philip in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize him today for utilizing his talents to bet-
ter both his community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Philip on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

TRIBUTE TO WIGGIE SHELL
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay special tribute to Wiggie Shell, a
great American and a great Texan, on the oc-
casion of his 60th birthday. | am honored to

call this business and civic leader a friend.
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